
 
 

 
 

 

Teacher Resource 
 

Time  45-90 mins (negotiable) 

Levels Years 1-13 

Session Students will view Museum displays discover a range of objects 

from the Museum collection.  

Resources   Museum displays, tactile collection  

 

Contacts 

Phone  06 349 1110  

Email  info@wrm.org.nz 

Address  62 Ridgway Street, Whanganui 

Web www.wrm.org.nz 

 

Supported by a Ministry of Education LEOTC contract 

mailto:info@wrm.org.nz


History of the Museum 

Museum founder 

The Whanganui Regional Museum began with the private museum of Samuel 

Drew who opened his collection to the public in 1885. Samuel Drew was an 

Englishman who came to Wanganui in the 1860s and set up business as a 

jeweler and watchmaker. His greatest passion was the study of natural history.  

At first, he collected for himself and as an education tool to encourage his eight 

children.  Later, he exchanged specimens with other collectors around the world.  

When his own house became too crowded, Drew offered his collection to 

Wanganui as the basis of a public museum. 

 

The Wanganui Public Museum Society was established in 1892 and bought 

Drew’s collection at less than half its estimated value. The Society opened the 

Wanganui Public Museum in Drews Avenue on 23 December 1895, with Samuel 

Drew as Honorary Curator. Decades before television and at a time when even 

coloured illustrations in books were rare, Wanganui people could see specimens 

of animals and birds, rocks and minerals and cultural objects from all around the 

world.   

 

The Museum was extended in 1899, and for a few years, included aviaries, a 

monkey house and an emu pen.  As the collections continued to grow, a larger, 

more secure building was planned. 

 

Museum developments 

 

In 1917, Miss Elizabeth Alexander left a large bequest to the city for a library and 

museum.  Other benefactors also contributed.  On 23 April 1928, a new building 

opened, called the Alexander Museum.   

 

The Museum’s work over the following years included the collection of moa 

bones from Makirikiri swamp, fitting out of the waka Te Mata o Hoturoa for 

display, construction of models showing aspects of traditional Māori life, and the 

recovery of rare whale specimens from the coast. 

 

As the collections grew an extension to the building was planned, and a decade 

of fundraising was carried out through the 1960s.  On 7 July 1968 several 

thousand people celebrated the opening of a large new wing, with Te Ātihaunui-

a-Pāpārangi, The Māori Court, as the focus. 



 

During the 1970s, the name Wanganui Regional Museum was adopted. The 

collection continued to grow, and in the 1990s, a Collection Redevelopment 

Project created 2000 square metres of new storage space in a former District 

Council carpark.  On 1 July 2001 governance of the Museum was transferred 

from the Whanganui Regional Museum Society to the Whanganui Regional 

Museum Trust.  

In September 2016, the front doors of the Museum were closed so that a 

Whakahoutanga Project of seismic strengthening and exhibition renewal could 

be carried out in the public spaces of the museum. The Museum exhibition space 

(and shop) has been temporarily relocated to 62 Ridgway Street, in part of the 

historic Wanganui Central Post Office building. The exhibition, Te Matapihi –

looking into the museum, features a wide range of fascinating objects from the 

museum collection and summarises the changes in the Museum over the years. 

 

Suggested pre–visit activities 

 

Students will gain more from their Museum experience when time has been 

spent in preparation for learning in the Museum context.   

 

Family treasures 

 Discuss what objects, stories and events are significant in the lives of the 

 students and others in your local community.  

 Carry out a class Family Treasures project in conjunction with your visit 

 

Whanganui Regional Museum website 

 Visit the Museum website to view a range of interesting items from the 

Museum collection prior to your visit.  

 

Museums around the world 

 Use the internet and local library to find out more about Museums and 

their collections. 

 



Suggested post - visit activities  

 

Learning in the Museum context will be enhanced by time spent reflecting on 

what has been seen and learned. Suggested activities may include: 

 

Young reporters  

Students report on their Museum experience for the school or community 

newspaper, a school web-page, local community radio-station, or school 

assembly. Junior students may write to a relative or friend about their 

experiences or to the museum staff. 

 

Museum brochure  

Students design and produce a Museum brochure with short descriptions of 

the displays, featuring highlights for tourists. 

 

Collections and collectors 

Find out about collectors in your local community and invite them to speak to 

the students about how they care for and display their own collections. 

 

Further museum education 

Education programmes are available on a wide variety of topics related to the 

museum collection and can be held in a location outside the Museum. Talk to 

an educator about your class learning requirements. For a full catalogue of 

education programmes, visit the Museum website (http://www.wrm.org.nz ) 

   

Curriculum links  

 

Museum education programmes are designed to support the teaching of the New 

Zealand national curriculum including the key competencies. Programmes will be 

tailored on request to link to specific learning areas. 

 

Programme aims 

 

 Introducing students to Whanganui Regional Museum as a community 

resource for education and enjoyment. 

 Helping students understand the importance of caring for and preserving 

cultural and natural heritage for future generations.  

 Increasing understanding of how treasured objects are linked with people, 

their lives and their personal stories. 

http://www.wrm.org.nz/


Treasures in the Museum 

 

 
Session outline 

On arrival, students will assemble will be welcomed into the Museum on Ridgway 

Street and will be seated for welcome, introduction and organisation. All bags will 

be stored securely at museum reception. 

 

Introduction 

 Brief introduction to the Museum, its history and the general layout of the 

displays.  

 Guidelines for behaviour, museum protocols and emergency procedures 

 Brief discussion about what kinds of items are held in a museum collection 

 How the objects become part of a museum collection 

 Storage and display: how and where collection items are kept safe 

 Object handling guidelines (for tactile collection) 

 

Activities 

 Student activity sheets at appropriate levels will guide students around the 

displays, challenge the students, and extend their learning. 

 A variety of hands-on interactive opportunities may be provided to extend 

the programme. 

 

Conclusion 

 Reflection and discussion about what has been seen and learned during 

the Museum visit 

 Opportunity for student questions and comments 


